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The bill entitled ‘‘Alaska Federal Lands Man-

agement Demonstration Project’’ would direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to enter into a 
demonstration project in fiscal years 2000 and 
2001 with no less than six eligible Alaska Na-
tive tribes or tribal organizations to manage a 
conservation unit or other public land unit with-
in the closest proximity of that tribal organiza-
tion. 

The bill further directs the Secretary to fully 
fund these demonstration projects in the same 
manner he would have funded the programs if 
they were still being managed by the Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

It has always been my strong belief that 
Alaska Natives can manage conservation units 
or national park systems units as well or even 
better than the federal government. Alaska 
Natives have demonstrated their reliance of 
the land, the conservation of its bounty and 
great respect for the cautious management of 
its resources to preserve for future genera-
tions. I believe that Alaska Natives should be 
given the opportunity to manage federal con-
servation units that are in close proximity to 
their own lands. 

The Alaska regional non-profits worked long 
and hard to carefully draft a bill which would 
have the support of the Alaska Federation of 
Natives and all of the Alaska regional non- 
profits. I believe it is time that we authorize 
Alaska Native entities to manage federal con-
servation units in the manner consistent with 
lands that they have carefully preserved and 
utilized for thousands of years. This bill does 
exactly that. 
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BROOKFIELD ZOO’S SALT CREEK 
WILDERNESS EXHIBIT 

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999 
Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 

announce that on August 14th Brookfield Zoo 
will celebrate the grand opening of its newest 
attraction, the Salt Creek Wilderness exhibit. 

Representing a northeastern Illinois wetland, 
Salt Creek Wilderness includes the existing In-
dian Lake, the Ellen Thorne Smith nature trail, 
and a new demonstration wetland exhibit 
called Dragonfly Marsh. Guests will be able to 
hike along a wood-chipped trail that circles the 
4-acre lake to see trumpeter swans and sev-
eral other waterfowl species. At the north end 
of the lake, the trail is paved and leads onto 
a wheelchair-accessible boardwalk that over-
looks Dragonfly Marsh. 

Support for the Salt Creek Wilderness 
project comes from the Chicago Zoological 
Society, Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County, Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency, U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy—Region 5, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
The Conservation Fund, Army Corps of Engi-
neers, and the Urban Resources Partnership. 
With the assistance of these project partners, 
the new exhibit will help to raise awareness of 
the importance of protecting not just animals 
in other parts of the world, but also species 
and natural habitats in our own communities. 

Brookfield Zoo has always been a leader 
among zoos around the world. The zoo’s mis-

sion is to focus on enhancing visitor under-
standing of the critical need for people to live 
more sustainable and harmoniously with the 
natural world through naturalistic environ-
mental settings and accompanying interpretive 
materials. I invite all my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the opening of the Salt Creek 
Wilderness exhibit, which, I am certain, will 
greatly strengthen the zoo’s mission. 
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A BILL TO REPEAL THE SPECIAL 
OCCUPATIONAL TAX (SOT) ON 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGES
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Thursday, August 5, 1999 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, along with several 
of my colleagues on the Ways and Means 
Committee, Ms. THURMAN, Mr. NUSSLE, Mr. 
MATSUI, Mr. MCINNIS, and Mr. JOHN LEWIS, I 
am introducing a bill today to repeal the Spe-
cial Occupational Tax (SOT) on the sale of al-
coholic beverages. 

We are introducing this bill to alleviate a 
problem that many of our constituents have 
raised with us. I know that many of our col-
leagues have also heard from convenience 
store owners, innkeepers, restaurant owners, 
vintners, wholesalers and other small business 
owners complaining about the burden of the 
Special Occupational Tax on the sale of alco-
holic products. 

The SOT is an annual tax imposed on all 
businesses that manufacture, distribute or sell 
alcohol products. Whether it’s a seasonal res-
taurant, an Elks Lodge, convenience or gro-
cery store, or even a campground or florist 
that delivers wine with flowers—no one is 
spared from the tax. 

However, it is especially burdensome for 
small retain stores. Over 90 percent of all SOT 
revenue comes from retailers. In addition, 
small producers—especially wineries—have a 
difficult time meeting the obligations of this 
tax. 

A recent General Accounting Office study, 
which conceded that the alcohol industry is a 
heavily taxed and regulated industry already, 
illustrated the problems caused by this tax, 
particularly on small business owners. This tax 
is an unnecessary burden and should be 
eliminated. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me as co-
sponsors on this bill to repeal this unfair tax 
on small businesses. 
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HONORING MATTHEW EMMONS ON 
CAPTURING A GOLD MEDAL AT 
THE PAN AMERICAN GAMES 
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OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate a young man from Pemberton 
Township, New Jersey, Matthew Emmons. 
Matthew brought home the gold with a near 

perfect score in the men’s Prone Free Rifle 
competition at the 1999 Pan American games 
in Winnipeg, Canada. Matthew has made his 
country and the Pemberton Township commu-
nity proud with his resounding victory under 
difficult conditions and against some of the 
world’s finest athletes. 

The sport of small-arms target shooting 
dates from the invention of the pistol and the 
rifle in the 16th century. For several centuries, 
the sport was contested only in sporadic im-
promptu fashion, because the firearms of that 
period were too undependable and inaccurate 
to meet the requirements of large-scale orga-
nized competition. Turkey shoots and week-
end target-shooting matches were popular 
among the frontiersmen of colonial America. 

During the American Revolution (1775– 
1783) and the American Civil War (1861– 
1865) rural sharpshooters played a strategic 
role as snipers. Popular interest in rifle shoot-
ing reached new heights after the Civil War, 
when the sport became a favorite diversion of 
city dwellers, groups of whom organized 
weekend target-shooting excursions into the 
countryside. New advances in the manufac-
ture of weapons and ammunition, meanwhile, 
resulted in high standards of accuracy and re-
liability. By 1870, conditions were ripe for or-
ganized regional and national competition. 
Matthew has added to this great and vener-
able history with his honorable performance. 

Mr. Speaker, Matthew’s mental and physical 
fortitude guided him to victory. His patience, 
steadiness, clear vision and accuracy will like-
ly lead to success at the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks where he has enrolled, and to 
greater accomplishments in Olympic competi-
tion. 
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A TRIBUTE TO WILL RUBENS 
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OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999 

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge just how fortunate I, my staff and 
the people of the Third District of New York 
were to have an intern that could serve as 
both Commissioner of Food and Beverage 
and Director of Internal Security for the past 
two months. To some he was known as Will 
Rubens but to me he was simply, ‘‘The 
Commish’’. Forget the fact that my Notre 
Dame doormat was stolen or the fact that my 
model E–2C Hawkeye was vandalized under 
his watch. In his investigation of these crimes, 
the Commish’ was undeterred and never al-
lowed conspiracy theories to be generated by 
anyone other than himself. There was never a 
business card fight he didn’t prematurely end 
for the sake of my staff or a private conversa-
tion he didn’t interrupt. Despite the increase in 
crime in my office over the last two months I 
know that the Commish’s powers are being 
wasted here while numerous crimes of inepti-
tude go unresolved on the football fields of the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor—an inep-
titude which will be glaringly disclosed when 
Notre Dame’s Fighting Irish pulverize the Wol-
verines on September 4th. I am confident that 
the Commish’ will go on to bigger and better 
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